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In class, everyone wrote a report based on the two graphs below. You will

now read the reports written by Kento and Tess.

Graph 1: Voting Rate in Japan (%)
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Graph 2: Why didn't you vote? (%) (in City X, Y and Z)
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Suzuki Kento

I was disappointed when I looked at Graph 1 and realized that the voting

rate of young people in Japan is so low, especially in the last ten years. I think
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everyone should vote and I am looking forward to doing so in the future.

According to Graph 2, most young people said that they were not interested
in voting. I'm surprised that they said this because I think the decisions
made by the government affect all of our lives. Other people mentioned that
they were busy working and unable to vote. I know that many people work
long hours, but voting booths are epen from morning to evening. Also, you
can even vote before election day.

I think that young people should understand the connection between
politics and things that are important to us in our lives such as having a job,
bringing up children and healthcare. If they do, perhaps they will realize
that voting is important. I plan to share with my classmates the SNS apps

and websites I have used to become familiar with politics.

Tess Piers
Looking at Graph 1, I was not surprised that the situation in Japan is
similar to that in Britain. In both countries, many young people don’t vote.
Some of the reasons are given in Graph 2. Almost 20% of people under
30 said that they were not satisfied with any of the candidates. 1 sometimes
feel this way as well. Also, many young people said that they don’t understand
politics, so perhaps they didn’t feel able to vote. I can understand this way of
thinking. We often hear adults talliing about political issues. This means
that some people may believe that politics is only understood by older people.
I think that the voting rate will only increase if students are educated
about politics in school. There is a link between politicians’ decisions and
our taxes, schools and public transport. Knowing this, I think young people
would want to vote, even if there is no perfect candidate. Politics can be
taught in an interesting manner such as by having a mock election. In this
way, young people can learn about different parties and how they think about

important issues. I will suggest this to my classmates and teachers.
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B E:I felt that the voting rate of young people was higher than expected.

) Both Kento and Tess
@ Kento

@ Neither Kento nor Tess
@ Tess

BS 2 Both Kento and Tess say that young people should .

finish work earlier so that they will be able to vote
realize that politics is closely related to our daily lives

stop thinking that politics and voting are only for older people

D0

use social media to understand more about politics

B9 3 Neither Kento nor Tess mentioned “” in their reports.

@ All parties are the same
® Didn’t like any candidates
@ Not interested

@ Working
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B 4 In their reports, Kento says he will [ a 1 and Tess says shewill [ b 1.

[ 9]

) a. conduct a survey aim to have a mock election

@ a. conduct a survey suggest a suitable candidate

® a. share information sources aim to have a mock election

o T v o

@ a. share information sources suggest a suitable candidate

B 5 You found four articles on the Internet. Based on the titles below, the most

useful article for both Kento and Tess would be “.”

() Ask Your Teacher for Advice on Who to Vote for

© How We Increased the Young Adult Voting Rate in Our City
@ Make Voting More Accessible to Working People

@ Try to Find a Perfect Candidate
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